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3. HOUSING: SLUMS, FLATS, ARCHITECTURE

As the standard of " amenities " in household life has
Housing risen, so the standard of housing itself has improved. The
" slums " have for long been a thorn in the national con-
science, and efforts have been made under " slum clearance "
schemes * to remove them. The movement has been re-
inforced by new ideas in architecture, for with the appear-
ance of " flats ", which have been adopted by all classes in
place of " houses ", it has become easier to plan and build
blocks of dwellings for the workers.

Modern " clearance " schemes now often transform an
area where formerly squalid rows of miserable little houses
were huddled together, into places with well-planned
blocks of flats supplied with space for play-grounds, bal-
conies, roof-gardens, and, above all, ample windows, fof
the twentieth century reckons amongst its discoveries, the
use of sunlight. Light, air, space for recreation, and labour-
saving devices, these are the characteristics of the new
- buildings, whether flats or " council " houses, which both
private and municipal effort have given as their contri-
bution to modern housing.

In this connection, we may note that the twentieth cen-

Archi- tury has seen the adoption of new styles of architecture.

eciircThe rise in land values has led in the cities, and especially

in London, to the pulling down of older buildings to make

roonrfor larger erections.   Modern use of steel framework

and ferro-concrete has produced blocks of flats and of

shops which rise to greater heights than were formerly

possible.1    Thus such beautiful streets as Regent Street

in London, built in the classical style of the early eighteenth

century, have disappeared.

1 The building regulations of such bodies as the L.C.C. have had to be altered
to permit of these higher buildings.